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McPherson-Harper House 1913
Frivate
Jerusalem (Foolesville vicinity)

This handsome two story frame house was built as the
residence for a Black landowning family, the McPhersons. Earlier
they had lived as tenants in a smaller log house nearby, and

this new house they had built)represents the transiteoon in

housing made possible by economic advancement and landownership.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TBINAME

HISTORIC ¥McPherson-Harper House

AND/OR COMMON

BALOCATION

STREET& NUMBER West side of Jerusalem Rd Church Road

CITY. Tovs_/rN . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Jerusalem Xviciny OFPOleSVllle
STATE COUNTY
vd., Montgomery"
I CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X soccupien __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) ZPRIvATE —_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
X_STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL _XPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
- —OBJECT __INPROCESS X _YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER
EY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME - -
J.Cs and E T, Harper Telephone . 9?2—8?65
- STREET & NUMBER
18640 Jerusalem Church Rd.
CITY. TOWN sTATE, zlp code
- Poolesville __X VICINITY OF Vde
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 1053
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 50

REGISTRY Of DEEDSETcLand records,

County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN

Rockville

STATE

Hd.

n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
None

DATE

—FEDERAL

—STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION M. 17-51-17

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
XEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED _UNALTERED K.OR!G!NAL SITE
Xcoop __RUINS _YALTERED —_MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This handsone tvwe story fraze house

Jerusaler: Church, Tacin: east, It is eh

LR

-,

trees, and to the north by a large Znglish walnut, 3Behind the Louse
and on the northern and southern sides are very well-tept lawns with
flowers, shrubs, and nore trees, Beyond the lawn on the south side
is a large, carefully tended vegetable garden, Iorthwest of the
house are several frame outbuildings.

The front of the house is sheltered by a shed porch with aluminum
awnings, The shed roof of the porch is supported by wrought iron
posts with iron railings vetween them, The facade icthree bays in
length, containing a door centrally located flanked by two windows
on either side., The windows are decorated on the outside with colorful
shutters., The frame of the house was originally covered with
weatherboards, tut today it is covered with aluminum siding. The rnc
line is accented by a cross gable pediment,

In plan, the house contains two rooms down and two up. A brick
stove flue ascends the inside of each gable end and has openings
for stove pipes on each floor; all the rooms were therefore heated.

The walls inside were lathed and plastered,

T

lotes: Cral Interviews witn
Harrer

-
1

les, Josenkh Harper, and _velyn

Jerusalen Church =d,
Jerusalen
August, 1978

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Bl SIGNIFICANCE MT-51-17]

ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—FPREHISTORIC ___ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
- 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
- 1600-1699 &RCH'TECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY SSOCIAL}'HUMA?‘HTARU\N
—1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING —_—MuUSIC ___THEATER
__1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION

900- —~COMMUNICATIONS __'NDUSTRY __POLITICS'GOVERNMENT XOTHER !SPECIFY!

__INVENTION
Bemer Hhg Zoay
SPECIFIC DATES C, 1913 BUILDER/ARCHITECT
{

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Deed ~G8/65 shows that Charles I'ciherson purchased this nroperty
in 1912 from the Poole family. The house was built at that tine
according to his daughter, Cra llcPherson Lyles, who lives next door
to the property today. The house isrepresentative of the type built
by prosperous Black landowners near the turn of the ceantury,

43 part of this survey, the family hiotorrapw of Charles
vcierson and his wife Josenhine Duffin !‘cPherson vere co“4e€. Lhey
are in the vossession of Cra Lyles. Also copied was their rmarriage
license. See the survey revort for the George and Cra uwWes in
cerusaler for copies of trhese pictures, and for a brief hzo*ory of
the fanily,

In 1947 this vroperty was purchased by Joseph and Ivelyn ldarrer
frow Charles lciherson (deed, 105Z/57) after larneris return Srov

active duty in the Aruy quaAtr in Jorld Var II. 3Both Evelyn and
coseph Harper were raised in the Jerusalem and Jonesville communities
and atitended the TFoolesville school, 4 nhotogranh of Mvol"a l.oore
Jlarner's father wasg copied, “1lian Lartley .oore, A4 - 10tozraph

0F cocepn carper's nother was copied too, Rac‘e7 Ann Jiall “arger.
She was from Jonesville and was born in 1864, the dauzhter of ivelyn

1

and Rachel Iall, who were landowners. She marrLeu ichard Thoracs
armer, tut no »ictures are available of him,

sccording to Josenh larper, his father (Richard Thomas llarver)
had tvo sisters. One was nared Julia; she married denry :
rhiotograph was conied as nart of the survey of the Beatrice Fayne
Jaczson survey.

‘e other sister, Ida, married fasil Bailey, whose home on
Cattail ¢, has also heen csurvey
Lhelr mother was naned “eanO Har%er, according to Louev ..arper,
fle does not recall :er husband's “Q‘e, {("is rrunﬂlapge )

2lg0 in the larper's nosseszion were photograp“s of clasues at
roolesville school taken in about 1@12, 1220, and 1023, JSee thre survey

report of Foolesville school for further details.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Eana ;ecordg, onteomery County Courthouse, Rockville
CUral Interviews with Ora Lyles, and Joseph and Evelvn Harner
Jeruselen, August, 1978, ) -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
GttOrst LJ . yeui t&&n,‘«j VW (erlie S7udgs /0/7/
ORGANIZATION DATE
ST
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Loy ¢ 7
CITY OR TOWN STATE
pl‘czé Crfomn /77J

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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MAP B

JERUSALEM COMMUNITY,
c. 1900-1925
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1. VILLIAM RCEDSCN SSTD. 3.2 &C.

2. SARAH JOHNSON 35D, 2.0 1.

3. MILTON HARPER 337D, 1.00 AC.

4, WILLIAM LYLES 3579, 2.00 &C.

5. SUSAN PROCTOR 357D. 1.00 &C.

6. FRANK DORSEY ESTD. 2.90 &C.
7. GEORGE DORSEY ESTD. 4.75 &C.

8a. lat CLARKE 3OME (log) L.50 &C.

b. 2nd CLARKE TOME (‘rame)

9. JEROSALEM PARSOKAGE 1.50 «C.
10. JERUSALEM CHURCE 0.50 &C.
11. VILLIAM DORSEY 3SI9. 2.00 AC.
12. JAMES DORSEY 357D. 3.00 &C.
13a. WILLIAM MOORE ISD. 7.00 AC.

b. HARTLEY MOORE 3SD.
14, DAVID COPELAND ESTD. 2.00 &C.
15. ROBERT VILLIAMS 3STD. 3.75 &C.
15. VWALLACE HAOLION BSTD. 2.50 K.
17. . DENNIS HAMILTON BSTD. 9.66 xC.
18, CHARLES McPYERSON ESTD. 11.00 AC.
19. LIZZIE GRIMES 3STD. 4,00 AC.
20. GEDRGE LYLES EETD. 3.00 AC.
21. JOHN HARPER BSTD. 1.00 AC.
22, JOHN AALIMAN BSTD. 10.00 AC.

IWELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE *
HSTD. = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY
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